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Operatin8 Within The Law is an interesting overview of the 
present status of medical malpractice litigation in Great Britain. In 
the first four chapters, the authors introduce the reader to the 
socioeconomic impact of medical malpractice litigation. The au- 
thors then proceed through the next four chapters to discuss the 
anatomy of a lawsuit. The procedure of how a suit is filed, discov- 
ery, and court procedures are clearly and concisely outlined. Un- 
fortunately, this section is very “system” specific, and although 
interesting when compared with the United States legal “system,” 
it does not provide much practical information for the surgeon 
practicing in the United States. 
The next six chapters examine the concept of risk manage- 
ment. ISSLICS such as informed consent are also reviewed. Although 
these topics are generic to Great Britain and the United States, 
these chapters also suffer from the fact that they contain primarily 
system-specific information. The remaining parts of the book, 
entitled “Resolving Complaints Out Of Court,” “The Surgeon as 
Defendant,” “The Surgeon as Expert,” and “GMC and the Cor- 
oner,” while providing a nice overview of. the present system in 
Great Britain, do not offer much practical information for the 
surgeon practicing in the United States. 
The chapters are short, concise, and \+,ell organized. In addi- 
tion, at the conclusion of each chapter is a list of additional 
references for the reader to review. As an attorney, I found the 
book particularly interesting. It provided me with insight into the 
British legal system, which I found to be quite similar to the 
American system with some very distinct differences. Specifically, 
in Great Britain, a claimant who wins less money at trial than the 
amount of money given to the court before trial (essentially a 
settlement offer paid in advance), is responsible for all the defen- 
dant’s costs from the date that the settlement offer was made. 
Similarly, a defendant who loses more money at the time of trial 
than he offered before trial will be responsible for punitive interest 
on the damages from the date the settlement was offered. Clearly, 
these mechanisms help to prevent the filing of frivolous suits while at 
the same time encouraging equitable settlement of legitimate claims. 
I found this book to be well organized and very interesting 
from a legal standpoint. Its major shortcoming is that much of the 
information in the book is not applicable for the surgeon practicing 
in the United States. At the price of $229, I would recommend it 
only to those with an interest in comparing the status of medical 
malpractice litigation in Great Britain and the United States. 
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Cardiovascular pathology, 2nd edition 
K. Virmani, A. Burke, A. Farb, J. B. Atkinson; St Louis; 2001; 
WB Saunders; 576 pages; $99.00. 
Cardiovascular pathology remains a challenging field for most 
practicing pathologists, and the correct interpretation of surgical 
specimens requires an up-to-date knowledge of the clinical presen- 
tation and mamagemelit of patients with cardiovascular disease. To 
add hrther importance to this specialty is the prominent position it 
holds in autopsy pathology, being a major source of medical 
research publications involving autopsies. This is the second edi- 
tion of Cardiovascular patholoHy, and it has been extensively 
updated from the first edition (published in 1991), admirably 
covering the pathology associated with the advances in treat- 
ment of cardiovascular diseases that have occurred during the 
past 10 years. 
The main aim ofthe book is to aid practicing pathologists in 
the diagnosis of autopsy and surgical pathology specimens cover- 
ing ischemic and valvular heart disease, cardiomyopathy, and heart 
transplantation. The authors accomplish this task with a well- 
structured and streamlined text including a detailed chapter on 
autopsy examination of the heart with excellent explanations of 
how to approach postoperative cases and heart devices. The chap- 
ter “The pathology of vascular interventions” covers surgical cor- 
onary artery revascularization in detail and arms the pathologist 
with all the information he or she would need to provide a 
meaninghl autopsy report to the surgeon. The pathology of 
cardiac valves is covered succinctly, and the various histologic 
features are described according to the clinically dominant valvular 
lesion, which hopefully will bring new life to the often ignored 
cardiac valve leaflet surgical pathology specimen. Of note to vas- 
cular surgeons, diseases of peripheral vessels are not extensively 
covered, a point that is mentioned in the preface by the authors. 
Despite this limitation, the chapter dealing with diseases of the 
aorta and large vessels covers the common entities well. A major 
strength of the book is the excellent correlation of clinical and 
pathologic findings with adequate coverage of the basic underlying 
pathogenesis of all conditions described. The layout of the book is 
very appealing with numerous gross and microscopic pictures 
present on almost every page, which unfortunately lose their 
impact somewhat in being black and white. Color micrographs are 
present as plates preceding the text but would be better placed in 
the appropriate chapters. 
Despite these minor criticisms, the authors have provided 
an excellent up-to-date textbook of cardiovascular pathology 
that will be of most benefit to practicing pathologists and 
pathologists in training and those who teach cardiovascular 
diseases to medical students. The clinician who would find this 
book most useful would be the cardiologist, but the vascular 
surgeon could certainly benefit from the purchase, especially 
given the very reasonable price of $99, which compares favor- 
ably with the other current textbooks on cardiovascular pathol- 
ogy. I would strongly advise my pathology colleagues to avail 
themselves of this book, since it will certainly enhance the 
clinical-pathologic correlation of both surgical and autopsy 
pathology cases. 
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